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THE PHOENIX ANNUAL
It’s Not Magic.... It’s Problem Solving.
At a recent charter school conference, 
I encountered an administrator 
from another school who wanted 
to know what we do to create the 
amazing educational environment 
at Raleigh Charter; an environment 
where students really thrive. The 
answer is straightforward: For 19 
years, we have done thoughtful, 
hard work. I’ve heard folks say 
that what we do is magic. As I told 
my colleague, there are long hours 
of work and sweat holding up 
that magic. We have outstanding, 
passionate teachers who work very 
hard every day, keeping a relentless 
focus on learning and fulfilling our 
mission. Our success is built on the 
relationships that our teachers build 
with our students in classrooms 
every day. These teachers are the 
foundation of everything that we do, 
of everything that we have done for 
the last 19 years.

Our founders envisioned a school 
that not only delivered an excellent 
education to our students but also 
supported and respected teachers. 
Their model had to be sustainable. 
We began 19 years ago 
with 19 faculty members; 
9 of them (47%) are still 
with us. They committed 
to Raleigh Charter High 
School because they 
believed in our mission, 
our students, and each other, and 
they have continued to provide an 
excellent education to over 1,900 
students during the past 19 years.

A goal of Raleigh Charter High  
School has always been to 
compensate teachers better than 
local districts, but this part of the 
original vision has not yet been 

realized. Our School Board and our 
Foundation Board are committed to 
securing and committing adequate 
resources for improvements in 
teachers’ salaries, benefits, and 
professional development. It is not 
only the right thing to do for our 
current faculty but is critical to the 
sustainability of our model. More 
than 50% of our current teachers 
will reach retirement age within the 
next ten years. We must be able to 
attract and retain the best teachers 
to continue to do the work behind 

the magic.

As you can imagine, 
given the current funding 
constraints in public 
education, supporting 

our teachers better is a tremendous 
challenge. But the Raleigh Charter 
community has always come 
together to solve problems and meet 
challenges. Collaborative problem 
solving is what we do every day. 
For the past two years, we have 
been studying options. As a result, 
our School Board and Foundation 
Board have launched a new 

initiative to secure resources for our 
teachers –The Foundation Fund. It 
is specifically designed to support 
our teachers and classrooms. Our 
hope is that our alumni and their 
families will remember the teachers 
who touched their lives when they 
were our students and give to the 
Foundation Fund in their honor. 
(See pages 10 and 11 for information 
about how to do this.)

When our founders first began 
planning Raleigh Charter High 
School 20 years ago, none of our 
current students was even born. 
Those founders dreamed a dream for 
their students that we have made a 
reality over the last 19 years. We 
believe that it is incumbent upon all 
of us to do all that we can to continue 
to make that dream a reality for this 
generation – and for the next one. 
The Foundation Fund is the next 
step to continue the “magic.”

 – Lisa Huddleston, Principal
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Learning A Systematic Approach to Problem-Solving
At times, describing 
a class can be 
easy. APUSH? You 
learn about US 
history, with a lot 
of reading and a 
big research paper. 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
Issues? You spend 
most of the year 
working on the We the People competition.  But when it 
comes to Systems Theory? Ummmmmm....

In its simplest form Systems Theory is a senior-level 
class where we learn how to see issues from multiple 
perspectives.  The class covers a broad range of topics 
and consists of a series of presentations and projects, 
including creating a business plan, participating in 
a debate, and writing two research papers.  Barbara 
Soloman, one of Raleigh Charter’s longstanding faculty 
members, teaches the class and thus describes its 
mission much more eloquently.

“Every problem facing both individuals and the 
community is a multidisciplinary problem, and if you 
look at it from a narrow perspective, through just one 
lens, you’ll never see the whole picture. You’ll never 
come to the best solutions and you will leave things out 
that turn out to be critical to the solution,” she said.  
“If you train yourself to look at the big picture, you are 
more likely to arrive at viable solutions that will really 
work in your personal life and in the real world.”

Ms. Soloman originally designed Systems Theory as a  
multidisciplinary, college-level course for her students 
at NC State. A few years after she began teaching here, 
she decided to offer the class to her high school students. 
Since its inception at Raleigh Charter, Systems Theory 
has become one of the school’s most popular classes.  Ms. 
Soloman said she loves that she has a whole year for the 
course because she can include all the projects that she 
could not fit into a semester at NC State. “If anything, 
in high school, I’ve made [the class] harder!” she says.

Many students have cited this class for the positive 
impact it made in their lives. For me, I know that 
Systems Theory helped me think more broadly, work 
more cooperatively in groups, present better, and analyze 
myself more thoroughly.  I am grateful for having taken 
this unique class that only a school like Raleigh Charter 
could provide.	

– Jake Satisky, Class of 2017

Systems Theory’s power is not 
just in the problem-solving 
skills gained, but also in Ms. 
Soloman’s acute awareness 
of each student’s strengths, 
weaknesses, motivations, and 
personality.

I have been transformed by 
Ms. Soloman, but I am just one 
of many, many more who 
have had similarly powerful 
experiences with her class.

 – Cheenu Tiwari, Class of 2015

Ms. Soloman’s Systems Theory class provided 
a comprehensive and interdisciplinary way 
of exploring the world. We were able to take 
problems, issues, and topics into a new light 
to better understand why and how they exist, 
and why they are important. We came to 
understand how smaller systems fit into the 
bigger picture, and how those systems fit within 
an environment. In the class, we were exposed 
to multiple ways of exploring and presenting 
a problem through debates, mathematical 
modeling, brainstorming, extensive research, 
and presentations. However, Ms. Soloman’s 
class was more than just objective exploration 
of topics. Ms. Soloman cared about our 
thoughts, opinions, and personal style as well. 

Jake Satisky sat down with Barbara Soloman to discuss her class, Systems Theory.

Alumni reflect on their Systems Theory experience.

       – Alex & Anthony Kyu, Class of 2017
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Students Solving Community Problems

When I was in my last two years at Raleigh Charter, 
I had recently come out as a member of the LGBTQ 
community. I was really lucky to feel very supported 
by students and faculty, but around that time it 
became clear to me that trans students were not as 
well supported. After speaking with a trans classmate, 
Lane Rosen, the issue of providing access to bathrooms 
that did not misgender students became the top issue 
on the Queer Straight Alliance’s agenda. We started 

Each spring, Honors Civics and Economics students 
engage in a problem-solving activity through their 
research, analysis, and participation in workshops with 
experts about North Carolina 
public policy. Through this 
project, which stems from the 
Center for Civic Education’s 
Project Citizen program, 
students conduct research in 
their community to analyze local 
policies, propose a solution that 
requires governmental action, 
provide a cost-benefit analysis 
of that solution, and identify 
which groups would oppose and support their solution. 
Students have researched issues regarding our state’s 
marriage age, an economic terrorism bill, electronics 

in landfills, compensation for eugenics victims and 
their families, and a memorial dedicated to victims of 
lynching in North Carolina. The students who worked 

on the memorial project last 
year were so passionate about 
the issue that they decided 
to join me in establishing a 
committee to continue the 
project. Together we formed the 
Freedom Struggle Committee 
and are now actively working 
toward implementing plans 
for a memorial in Raleigh. The 
committee has been meeting 

with county commissioners, community leaders, and 
student groups to gather information and generate 
support for our project.  

– Melani Winter, History Teacher & Freedom Struggle Committee Advisor

by presenting our idea within the student group and 
then began circulating a petition among the student 
body. We talked with the RCHS community about why 
this issue mattered to students. Finally, we met with 
the school’s administrators who heard our arguments 
and reviewed our petition. Soon after, Raleigh Charter 
implemented single-user gender neutral bathrooms, 
which were to our knowledge the first in a public 
high school in North Carolina. 

– Alex DiLalla, Class of 2013



Thank you to our RCHS parents,  
past & present, for supporting our vision  

and believing in Raleigh Charter! 
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donated items were hauled to the school by my trusty 
new Tundra pickup.

That first year included many weekend work parties 
cleaning up, repairing that seemingly good furniture, 
and even sweeping up after everyone stomped on the 
second story to get the dust out from between the cracks 
in the floor boards. 

Raleigh Charter flourished and grew in reputation and 
academic excellence.  It seemed like magic that for every 
challenge or problem that came up, a solution was found 
and things moved forward.  It seemed like magic that 
things just kept falling into place.  It was indeed magic.  
It was the magic created by the entire student body, the 
parents, and the RCHS staff and leadership who jointly 
worked together, hand in hand, week after week – and 
many weekends – to achieve what we consider the stuff 
of legends.  It needed all of us, and we all stepped up to 
the task. 

As parents of two children in the early years of Raleigh 
Charter, we heard the emphatic message that parents 
had to volunteer to make this charter school succeed. We 
answered the call by joining other committed families 
and teachers to set up classrooms, offices, labs, a drama 
room, and more in the historic Pilot Mill building.

One of the biggest challenges was gathering enough 
furniture so that students had desks and lab tables, 
teachers had book cases and white boards, and staff had 
office and work areas. We located surplus used desks 
from the Wake County School District that were already 
coated with a liberal amount of chewing gum. We found 
businesses that were upgrading and needed to dispose 
of still functional furniture – although much of it was 
not the prettiest furniture. Then the furniture had to be 
moved to the school.

Borrowing pickup trucks was nearly impossible. I was 
shopping around at the time for a new car and out of the 
blue a new Toyota Tundra tapped me on the shoulder 
and followed me home. Much of this furniture and other 

Parent-Powered Problem-Solving: Then & Now

       – Bob Zandt & Diana Monroe,  Alumni Parents

       – Margaret Barnett, Communications Specialist

Our dedicated, caring community of parents 
continues to support Raleigh Charter in many 
different ways by driving our students to activities 
on Community Work Days and Flex Days, 
providing lunches to fuel our faculty, keeping our 
kitchens and work rooms clean, and managing 
our cardboard recycling. These are just a few of 
the ways our parents generously share their time, 
energy, and resources to help out wherever and 
whenever they can. 

Just this past fall, several parents answered the 
call when we asked for donated office chairs. We 
replaced several chairs that some of our teachers 
had been using since they were originally 
delivered to Pilot Mill in Mr. Zandt’s truck. 

Mr. Hussey, Ms. Chalifoux, and Ms. Mann enjoying their upgraded seating. 



Hosted by the  ’07 & ’08 class leadership
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At SpaceX, we design, build, test, and 
fly some of the most advanced launch 
vehicle systems in the world. We are 
only successful because all of our 
teams, from engineering to operations, 
embraces a “first principles” approach 
to problem solving. This philosophy 
requires a problem statement that is 
not bound by current constraints, but 
only bound 

by physical truths that are 
“known by nature.” Do you think 
landing a 14-story tall rocket 
on a floating platform in the 
middle of the ocean from an 
altitude 75km above Earth while 
traveling at speeds greater 
than 2000 meters/second 
is impossible? So did every 
major aerospace company in 
the world. They were wrong, 
and within the next decade, 
reusable orbital launch vehicles 
aided by first principle problem 
solving will help propel humans 
farther into space than we’ve 
ever gone before.  

Alumni Problem-Solving at Work
I’m currently wrapping up a PhD in 
Child Psychology at the University 
of Minnesota, where my research 
focuses on infant brain development. 
As a scientist most of my waking hours 
are spent problem-solving; I work to 
answer big questions like “How do 
babies think about other people?” 
or “What brain circuits might be most 
vulnerable to preterm birth?” and 

smaller matters like “How do I get this 3-month-old to 
sleep through an MRI?” or “Why is this spreadsheet 
suddenly empty?”. More broadly, child development 
research aims to solve big picture problems about 
improving child health and well-being, and while we’ve 
made great progress there’s much work left to do.     

Join the Raleigh Charter High School Alumni 
Facebook group or email  

alumni@raleighcharterhs.org for more info.

– Angela Fenoglio, Class of 2004

 – Dan Summers, Class of 2007

Join us for these upcoming alumni events! 

Calling all alumni & alumni parents! 

Please update your contact information with us  
so we can

•	Send you alumni news and event invitations 
via email.

•	Connect your skills & talents with volunteer 
opportunities at school.

•	Keep you up-to-date with all things RCHS!

Visit raleighcharterhs.org/alumni to update your 
record today. We want to hear from you!  
Email us anytime at alumni@raleighcharterhs.org.

https://www.facebook.com/events/135369607165850/
https://www.facebook.com/events/353987958394828/
https://www.raleighcharterhs.org/Alumni/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/raleighcharteralumni/


6 engaged learners. contributing citizens.

Problem-Solving Together

Phoenix Fund
Forever Phoenix
Erin Anderson ’17
Chinna Baskaran ’17
Abby Boettcher ’17
Kristen Bradley ’17
Press Browne ’17
Hana Chabinsky ’17
Pavan Chaudhari ’17
Meg Crenshaw ’12
Mason DeCamillis ’04
Chris DiSerafino ’17
Theo Egan ’17
Molly Esleeck ’17
Anne Fristoe ’10
Sarah Grijalva ’17
Ben Harvey ’17
Linnea Howe ’16
Anna Huck ’14
Sarah Huck ’11
Ali Hurst ’17
Akhil Jariwala ’10
Saumil Jariwala ’10
Stuti Joshi ’17
Sanjay Kannan ’14
Jared Kempton ’17
James and Emily Kotecki ’04
Divya Kumaresan ’17
Alex Kyu ’17

Anthony Kyu ’17
Grace Lackmann ’17
Michael Lightfoot ’17
Brian Lin ’17
Glenn Lippig-Singewald ’11
Claire Long ’05
Meg Malone ’16
Jameson Marks ’03
Yates McConnell ’17
Harrison Meissner ’17
Ambika Mittal ’17
Mason Morris ’17
Ava Naran ’17
Langdon Ogburn ’17
Timmy O’Neill ’17
Noah Ontjes ’17
Claire Roberts ’17
Gautam Sanka ’10
Jake Satisky ’17
Katie Sawatzky ’17
John Schuster ’17
Mike Scrudato ’17
Mariam Shah ’17
Evam Sharma ’17
Kim Sharp ’17
Sachi Shinde ’17
Alexander Smith ’06
Kevyn Smith ’17
Greg Steckbeck ’17
Alicia Thomas ’17
Sallie Thompson ’11

Will Tucker ’17
Lilly Whalen ’17
Christina Whetzel ’17
Ellie White ’16
Caroline Williams ’11
Katherine Harrison Williams ’05
Emily Xu ’17
Karen Xu ’17

Current Parents
Anonymous (12)
Scott Abbott
Richard and Ginger Adams
Sankar Adusumilli
The Ahn Family
Irene Alivio
Kesha Anderson
Lori Anderson
Derwin Anderson
Diana Anggraeni 

and Stephen Suryaputra
Tracy Appling-Biel
Terri Aron
Edgar and Jeannette Ayerbe
Peter Balint-Kurti 

and Jennifer Neisner
The Barnes Family
The Battula Family
Andrea Behrns-Miller
The Benjamin Family
Jan Beresford

Howard Berinson
Adrienne Berney 

and Richard Kaznicki
Tony Biel
Siva and Madhavi Bodavula
Rebecca Boettcher
Ben and Clare Bonifant
Matthew Booker 

and Aranzazu Lascurain
Lori Bourne
Robert and Delia Bradley
The Breidsprecher Family
Maureen Bross
Howard and Noelle Browne 

in honor of 2017 graduates  
Christy Witcher and  
Laura Gaines

Howard and Noelle Browne
Neil Buchanan
Kim Burrell-Hayes
Anne Burroughs
Richard Casey
John Casey and Stacey Barnett
Amy Caulfield
Eric and Linda Chabinsky
The Charvu Family
Sanjay and Vandna Chaudhary
Sudhakar Chellam 

and Anu Sudhakar
The Cheung Family
Laura Clougherty

From our students and faculty, thank you to the following contributors for gifts received 
from July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017. Your support keeps our classes small, provides 
updated textbooks and other classroom resources, and ensures that we are able  
to attract, retain, and support our faculty.

During the 2016-2017 school year, our community 
of alumni, alumni parents, current parents, students, 
grandparents, friends, corporations, and foundations 
came together to raise $336,622, exceeding our 
$325,000 Phoenix Fund goal by $11,622!

It pays for today by supplementing  
low per-pupil funds. The Foundation Fund exists to support 

teachers and classrooms. As of June 2017, 
our community contributed $72,384 to the 

Foundation Fund. 

THANK YOU!

Our Phoenix Fund is operational. Our Foundation Fund is aspirational.

With the extra $11,622 raised, we were able to support 
our newest initiative – The Foundation Fund.

Learn more about The Phoenix Fund and The Foundation Fund on page 10 and 11.
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The Coats Family
Robert and Marietta Coles
Susan Conger
Mark and Dorothy Congiusta
The Corley Family
Marcy Cox
The Daigle Family
Bidhu Das
Heather McKinney Daughtridge
Rebekah Davis 

and Grady Jackson
Todd and Catherine Davis
Reginald Degraffenreid
Lorna Briganti DeWalle
Marc DeWalle
Sudheer Dharanikota 

and Nadima Kausar
Duke Tech Solutions

Dave and Ann Marie DiSerafino
Dan Dittman
Jeff Dozer
Kris Dreyer
David Dubach
Andrew Dummer
The Dunham Family
Dr. Rudra Dutta
The Edmondson Family
Warren Edwards
The Egan Family
Jennifer Elam
Jessica Elder
Dennis Embry
The Esleeck Family
Santiago and Mary Estrada
The Farlow-Warren Family
The Florimonte Family
The Foley Family
Jeffery and Stephanie Ford
Katherine and Louis Fortunato
Rebecca Frank
Ira and Mary Gaines
Andrew Gall
The Gan Family
The Gantt Family
The Garcia Family
Govind Gawdi
The Gerber Family
Pryor and Barbara Gibson
Naomi Gilewicz
Joe and Jennifer Glatthaar 

and Relight, Inc.
Jamie Gordon

Kumaresan Govindan
Karen Gower
Timothy Grant
The Green Family
Paul and Christy Greene
James and Lynne Greig
William Griffin
Yolanda Grijalva
The Guanga-Lawrence Family
Sridevi Gunupudi
Unmie Gutierrez
Mansoor Haider
The Hannon Family
Kristy Hansen
Mark Hardy
Michelle Harkovich
James and Elizabeth Hartman
Michael Harvey
The Healey Family
Russell and Mandy Hemingway
Jane Henderson
Matt and Claudia Hershfeld
Robin Hester
Brent and Felicia Heyward
Mr. and Mrs. Darin Jay Hill
Thomas Hollander
Melissa Huemmer
Debra Hurst
Rossi Evans Ireton
The Isacco Family
The Jackson Family
Ronnie Jacobs and Sheila Revels
Kristen and David James
Neil and Crystal Johnson
Leo ’20, Linus ’16, Alex ’15 Andi

and Dave Johnson
Kris Johnson
The Jones Family
Ellen Jones
Shivangi and Dhanesh Joshi
Vijay Juneja
Seema and Gajendra Kabra
Connie Kang and Lianghong Liu
Chetan Kanjia
Prasad Kashyap
Matthew Keele
The Kempton Family
The Khosraviani Family
Arnold and Jane King
Jak and Page King 

in honor of Ms. Cherveny 
Jak and Page King

Mike and Heidi King
Ed Kipps
The Koenig Family
Paul and Carolyn Koning
The Koonce Family
Andrew Krieman
Jeff Kuang
Mark Kuttrus
The Kyu Family
The Lackmann Family
Paul Lam
Haden and Beth Lane
Peter Lane and Family 

in honor of Lisa Huddleston
The Lane Family
Patrick Lawrence
The Le Family
The Liebert Family
Jeff Levy
The Lewis Family
The Li/Tao Family
Yong Liang
Craig and Becky Lightfoot
The Lipetzky Family
Jiangbo Lu and Hong Wang
Sandi Long
Heather Lorenzini
Charles Lotz
The Macomber Family
The Mahajan Family
The Malone Family
Malcolm and Deanne Mangum
Vinay Manhass and Shalini Kheora
The Marivada Family
Bruce Marshall
The Martinez Family
The Mason Family
Scotland May
The McClure Family
Sharon and Alan McConnell
Marcella McCord
Timothy McNeill
Ellen McSorley
The Meeks Family
The Meissner Family
Joseph and Lori Metzger, 

Metzger Financial
Steven and Lori Meyerhoffer
Angela Miller,

Angela Miller Creative
The Mittal Family
Sammy Moghazi

The Moomaw Family
The Morray Family
Emily Murray
Patrick Murray 
The Nagaranthal Family
Carol Nay
David Nelson
The Ogburn Family
Ali Omar and Saida Mohamed
Emmanuel and Vivien Omile
Lisa Padgett
Heather Pahl
Charles Parker
Diana and Eric Parsons
The Patel Family
Robert Peck
Elizabeth Peeler, 

D-P Planning, LLC
Andre Peek
Christobal Perez, 

Azul Photography
David Perez and Jane Gonzalez
Kailash Peri
Kathleen Perkinson
Steve and Maryanne Perrin
Jonathan and Eva Philips
The Powell Family
Randolph Pritchard
Linda Puertolas
Scott Pumer
The Ramadurai Family
Varadarajan Ramamoorthy
Neil and Susan Ramquist
The Regensburger Family
Jane and Bill Roberts
Neill Robson
Susan Robson
Aldolfo Rodriguez
Jawahar Ruddarraju
Rodolfo Ruiz
K. K. Bajwa
Phyllis Sanders
Xiaokang Sang
Keith and Graham Satisky
The Sawatzky Family
Alexandra Schauss
Jeffrey and Donna Schuster
Jodi Schwartz
Anne Scott
Joseph and Gina Scrudato
Abid Hussain Shah
Ankur Shah
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Sanjay Shah
The Sharp Family
Cameron and Wendy Shearon
Allison Sicary-Sutich
Mike and Kelly Siegert
The Simone Family
Anne Slater
Nicole Slayton
Khalil Smith
Jennifer Snyder
Larry Sommers
David and Sharon Spitz
The Starbuck Family
The Steckbeck Family
Dirk and Anne Steckmann
John and Robin Stewart
Leanne Stradling
Don and Mary Lawrence Stroud
Stephen Suryaputra
The Tate Family
Corinne Thiele
Preethi Thomas
Terrell and Susan Thomas
The Tiller Family
Vinod and Reena Tiwari
Lydia Tolar
The Tomei Family
Marcus and Elizabeth Trathen
The Trogdon Family
Semyon Tsynkov
Mey Ung
Naveen Vangipurapu
Eduardo Vargas
Craig and Jennifer Wacaser,

Wacaser and Associates
Jolyne Wagner
The Walsh Family
Charles Wang
Hong Wang
James Watkins
The Wedge Family
The Wells Family
John Whalen
The Whetzel Family
Beth and Scott White
Robert Willett
Wayne and Classy Williams
Michelle and Andy Willis
The Wilson Family
Lee Woodburn
Qing Xu and Hong Xu
Jean Xu

Holly Xu
Wen Xu and Jiong Han
Xi Yuan
The Zundel Family

Current Faculty & Staff
Anonymous (1)
Zachary and Sera Arcaro
Glenda Atkinson
Lisa Huddleston
Thomas and Sally Humble
Frank and Amy Koch
Thomas and Petra Martignoni
Peggy Wall

Former Faculty & Staff 
Nadine Askins
Anthony L. Clay
Marylee Deifer

Contributing Friends
Anonymous (2)
The Callanan Family 

in memory of  
Angela Callanan Joseph

Dick Dyar
Bonnie Elam
Calvin Leggett
Stephen Margolis
Stephen Neal
Professors Judith W. Page 

and William H. Page 
in honor of Hannah Page

Anna Maria Papp

Grandparents
Anonymous (3)
Patricia Anderson 

in honor of Sarah Edmondson
Alfred E. and Janie Cleveland

Advised Endowment Fund 
of Cumberland Community 
Foundation, Inc.  
in honor of Sam Elam

Lou and Suzanne Dawes 
in honor of Anna 
and Peter Fortunato

Richard and Barbara Farner
Frank and Carole Gailor

Mrs. Charlotte Grant 
in honor of Blair King

Robert and Jane Jackson
Chip and Ellen Limbrick 

in honor of Wheeler Thompson
Miles and Roberta Myers
James and Mary Pellettieri
Joan Sanstadt
Howard and Lyn Satisky Family

Fund of Triangle Community 
Foundation

Peter S. Slocum
Willis P. Whichard

Forever Phoenix 
Parents
Anonymous (3) 
Sam Allison and Amy Eckard
Susan Arrendell and Abie Harris
Winston Atkins and Kathy Green
Winnie and Michael Beach
Mary Breen
David Challener
Ken and Lynne Chambers
David Chapin and Meg Revelle
David Cozzie
Sam and Kim Craig
Debra and Clayton DeCamillis
Jack Early
Craig and Vicki Erickson
Reshan Fernando 

and Geetha Wanigasekera 
in honor of Udara Fernando ’14

Cindi and Joel Freeman
Pete and Karen Gamble
Kathy Green
The Heintschel-Leonard Family
Eileen Heyes and Rob Waters
Catherine and Philip Hren
Stephen Humphries
The Ingram Family
Lisa Ives
Anthony Ivosic
Bo Kasal and Dana Kasalova
Jodi Stewart Khater
Elaine and Mike Kilgore
John Kotecki
The LaFlam Family
Suzy and Marshall Lamb
The Ligtenberg Family

Zhixin Lin 
in honor of Richard He ’13

The Lochbaum Family
The Lundsgaard Family
Robert Lutz
David Marschall
Ann McGuirk
Karl and Barbara Meyer
John and Stephanie Mitchell
Carol Anne Moehring
Marc and Kay Nicholls
Hilarie Nickerson
Bob and Tammy Noel
Pavan and Madhavi Nomula
The O’Shea Family
Michael Poe
Robert Ray
Monika Robertson
Robert Siegel 

and Rafaella Di Giorgio 
in honor of Lauren Siegel’s 
graduation

Ginger and Miles Smith, Jr.
Mark Stephens
Michael and Veronique Sweeney
The Thakkar Family
The Tobia Family
David Towns
Cheryl Vetter
James Ward
Terry and Michelle Wells
Susan White
Jennifer and Ted Whiteside

Foundations & 
Organizations
John William Pope Foundation
RCHS Phoenix Parents 

(formerly PASTA)
Combined Federal Campaign
State Employees Combined

Campagin
United Way of the Greater Triangle



Students, parents, alumni, alumni parents, family & friends 
are invited to celebrate 20 years of Raleigh Charter during 

the 2018-2019 school year!  

Save the Date!
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Corporations
Anonymous (1)
All Year Nursery, LLC
Apple, Inc
AT&T
Bank of America 

Charitable Foundation
Becton-Dickinson
Blue Cross and BlueShield 

of North Carolina
Cisco Foundation
Citrix Systems, Inc.
Dell Matching Gifts
Deutsche Bank Americas

Foundation
Duke Energy Foundation
Genentech, Inc
Hewlett-Packard Enterprise
IBM International Foundation
Intel Volunteer Grant Program
Intel Corporation
John Deere Foundation
Lenovo Employees Care

Campaign
The Merck Foundation
Microsoft
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Oracle Corporation
Pfizer Foundaton 

Matching Gifts Program
Qualcomm 

Matching Grant Program
Quintiles
Red Hat Matching Funds
SAS Institute, Inc.
Sequoia Retail Systems, Inc.
TIAA Serves
Verizon Foundation
Wells Fargo Matching Gift Program
Security Self Storage

In Memory of
Roberta Moore
The Benjamin Family
Wiley and Diane Blackburn
Jonathan and Betsy Green
Jeffrey and Donna Schuster
Don and Mary Lawrence Stroud

In-Kind Gifts
Anonymous (1)
Nick Dyar
Jenn and Carl Furr
Matt and Kathryn Gerber
Mark Hardy
Jiangbo Lu
The Lutz Family
Scott Pelton

Raleigh Charter 
High School 
Foundation
Anonymous (1)
Subramanian and Chitra Baskaran
Sonali and Parag Birla
Robert and Delia Bradley
Lisa Bellamy Foster
The Hager Family
Elizabeth Iaquinta
Steven and Simone Horvitz
Rashmi Mehta
Steven and Lori Meyerhoffer
Diana and Eric Parsons
Anne and Dirk Steckmann

Deutsche Bank Americas
Foundation

Fidelity Foundation Matching Gifts
to Education Program

GlaxoSmithKline GIVE Program

Foundation Fund
Anonymous (2)
L. Boulkina and S. Tsynkov
Jennifer Elam
Santiago and 

Mary Michaels Estrada
Mattthew and Kathryn Gerber
Thomas and Sally Humble
Steven and Lori Meyerhoffer
Greg and Angela Miller
Patrick and Michelle Murray
Eric and Diana Parsons
Charles and Jodi Long
Dirk and Anne Steckmann
Alice and Christian Tate

BBVA Compass Bank 
Quintiles
GlaxoSmithKline GIVE Program
Intel Corporation

We make every effort to 
ensure that this listing of 

donors is accurate. Please 
contact Carolyn Jackson at  
cjacksonraleighcharterhs.org 

with corrections.

https://www.raleighcharterhs.org/Alumni/
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RCHS Per Pupil  
Funding History 

1999-2017
(Adjusted for inflation in 2016 dollars)

As a line item in our budget, The 
Phoenix Fund continues to help 
us survive low state funding. 

*Approximate state & local funding 2016-2017. Source: NEA Rankings and Estimates Report 2017.

Per Pupil Funding Comparison RCHS Economics
Unlike county schools, charter 
schools do not receive lottery funds 
or building funds. When Wake 
county residents vote for a school 
bond, none of the bond money 
goes to charter schools.  
Our facility costs for 2016-17 were 
$1,000 per student, leaving just 
$6,400 per student in state and 
county funding for everything else.

remaining per student

NC Average

National Average

$12,200

$9,100

$7,400 $6,400
Raleigh Charter High School

Our Budget  
(2017-2018)

$4,855,692

79% Compensation
13% Building & Facilities

3% Instructional Resources
5% Office & Other

10 engaged learners. contributing citizens.

The Phoenix Fund is operational. It pays for today.

The Phoenix Fund is our annual fundraising appeal. Contributions are used to supplement limited 
per pupil funds. The Phoenix Fund supports small class sizes, technology, textbooks, college 
counseling, community service, the arts, and much more. 

When every family gives every year, we can reach our $325,000 goal.  

To contribute to The Phoenix Fund,  
direct your payment to  

Raleigh Charter High School. 
Fill out a Blue Card or go online to raleighcharterhs.org/giving

Will You Help Us Meet 
Our $325,000 Goal? 

Write a Check*	 Set Up Automatic Payments*       Donate Stock

	G ive Online		  Matching Gifts through your employer

		  Workplace Giving Campaigns (CFC, SECC, or United Way)

*These methods incur no fees so RCHS will receive 100% of your donation!

https://www.raleighcharterhs.org/giving/
https://www.raleighcharterhs.org/giving/


Foundation Fund
SUPPORTING TEACHERS & CLASSROOMS

The average RCHS teacher salary is $52,000 with a faculty 
that averages 16 years of classroom experience.

Given that, RCHS teachers work every 9th year for FREE.

RCHS teachers make 12% less than those in the local district.*
* Due to the National Board Certification pay scale.

11ACTIVE, SOCIAL, CREATIVE LEARNING

The Foundation Fund pays for the aspirations of tomorrow and 
secures the school for our future students. 

Contributions to The Foundation Fund will be used to steadily and 
sustainably increase compensation for our dedicated faculty so 
that RCHS salaries become competitive with the top Wake County 
salary scale. The Foundation Fund will also secure our classrooms by 
replenishing reserves used for major building maintenance.  

Can You Do More  
to Help Our School?

Raleigh Charter High School and Raleigh Charter High School Foundation, Inc. are two separate  
501(c)3 charitable organizations. Your gift is tax deductible to the full extent of the law.

To learn more  
about how you can  

support RCHS,  
please contact: 

 

Carolyn Jackson 

Director of Development 
919.715.1155  

cjackson@raleighcharterhs.org

To contribute to The Foundation Fund,  
direct your payment to  

Raleigh Charter High School Foundation, Inc. 

Pledge forms are available online at  
raleighcharterhs.org/giving/foundationfund.asp

We not only recognize the high quality of education that our children 
receive when attending RCHS, we value the sense of community that it 
creates as well as the dedication and selflessness of the faculty. Our children 
came away from their RCHS experience with a strong sense of self-worth, 
confidence, empathy, community, and life direction. 

– Eric and Diana Parsons, current/alumni parents ’11, ’14, ’18

https://www.raleighcharterhs.org/giving/foundationfund.asp
https://www.raleighcharterhs.org/giving/foundationfund.asp
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RCHS Events At-A-Glance
November 24 Alumni & Alumni Parent Get Together, Lynnwood Brewing Concern, 6:00 PM
November 28 #GivingTuesday Help us kick off the season of giving by donating to RCHS

Winter Concerts Band (Nov. 30), Choral (Dec. 4), Strings (Dec. 11), William Peace University, 7:30 PM
December 23 10-Year Reunion for the Classes of 2007 & 2008, Neuse River Brewing, 7:00 PM

January 2 Annual Alumni & Faculty Winter Coffee, RCHS,1:30-3:00 pm
January 26 - February 26 Application Period for 2018-2019 School Year

January 26 & February 1  Informational Meetings for Prospective Families, 5:30-7:30 pm
February 15 State of the School, RCHS, 7:00-8:30 PM 

March 2-4, 8-10 RCHS Drama presents The Little Mermaid. Jr; Burning Coal Theatre
March 9 & 16 Flex Days

March 17 Admissions Lottery for 2018-2019 School Year, RCHS, 10:00 am
April 20 Spring Community Work Day
April 20   SOOTS Cake Bake & Art Farm, RCHS, 1:00-3:30 PM

Spring Concerts Choral (April 30), Strings (May 1), Band (May 3), William Peace University, 7:30 PM
June 2 Graduation, Meymandi Concert Hall, 4:00 PM

SAVE THE DATE: June 14-16, 2019 ♦ Raleigh Charter’s 20th Anniversary & Reunion Celebration

Connect with RCHS! 

 Online
raleighcharterhs.org raleighcharterhs.org/alumni

Alumni NewsLike us on
Facebook

Follow us on 
Twitter

Raleigh Charter Alumni
Facebook Group

1307 Glenwood Avenue
Raleigh, North Carolina 27605-3249

https://www.raleighcharterhs.org/events/MainCalendar.asp
https://www.facebook.com/events/1462884377157377/
https://www.raleighcharterhs.org/giving/onlinegiving.asp
https://www.facebook.com/events/353987958394828/
https://www.raleighcharterhs.org/aboutus/admissions.asp
https://www.raleighcharterhs.org/Alumni/
https://www.raleighcharterhs.org/
https://www.facebook.com/raleighcharter/
https://twitter.com/RaleighCharter
https://www.raleighcharterhs.org/Alumni/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/raleighcharteralumni/



